BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
a good air field and is so strongly garrisoned that any
attack from the sea with a view to effecting a landing
would be a very difficult operation. Coastal artillery
is considerably superior to floating artillery, because
it has a stationary base and its fire-zone is calculated to
a nicety in every direction.
It is quite another question whether in the event of
war with a first-class Mediterranean power like Italy
it would be possible for the British battle fleet to con-
tinue using Malta as a base. Aeroplanes taking off
from Sicily could reach Malta in twenty minutes,
whilst aeroplanes from Libya would need only a little
over an hour. Thus, even with the earliest possible
warning of an impending raid the fleet would have no
time to leave the harbour and get out into the open
sea before the raiders arrived. Further, with co-oper-
ation between hostile aeroplanes and submarines the
leaving of the harbour could be made into a hazardous
undertaking. It is likely therefore that in the event
of such a war Malta could no longer serve as a base for
the British battle fleet, though it could certainly con-
tinue to serve as a fuelling and munitions station.
Mussolini has now fortified the little island of Pan-
tellaria, which lies between Sicily and Tunis. Like
a bristling watchdog it now controls the passage into
the Western Mediterranean from Malta, and repre-
sents a very considerable limitation of the freedom of
movement of the British Mediterranean Fleet. Has
Great Britain the upper hand strategically in the
Mediterranean despite this ? For one thing, she is
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